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wasn’t. H.R. 4326 corrects this glaring
loophole. The bill also spells out the
role of the Office of Small and Dis-
advantaged Business Utilization, a
much-needed clarification.

I encourage all Members to support
this outstanding, bipartisan piece of
legislation.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

In closing, last year, we saw the gov-
ernment achieve record high percent-
ages of dollars awarded to small busi-
ness. Unfortunately, these numbers
have been called into question due to
allegations of fraud, waste, and abuse
at the VA.

Ultimately, we do not know the total
value of small business contracts at
the VA, but estimates suggest that
small businesses lost out between $2.8
billion and $3.7 billion of contracts as a
result of personnel using their pur-
chase cards. If this is true, it is a fail-
ure not just of the VA, but of the pro-
curement system more broadly.

Time and time again, we are pre-
sented with similar allegations in
which opportunities were improperly
diverted away from those that they
were intended to reach. Every time
this happens, a deserving small busi-
ness loses out on revenue that could
help create jobs in local communities.
The truth is that we need more over-
sight, and H.R. 4326 will provide it.

Before I yield back, I want to thank
Ms. ADAMS for her efforts and the ef-
forts of all of the members of the com-
mittee to work in a bipartisan manner
to help small businesses gain access to
the Federal marketplace.

I also would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Chairman CHABOT for
his leadership on these matters, as well
as other legislation that has passed out
of the committee. I am happy to be
working with him again to ensure that
small businesses get the help they need
to grow and continue to create jobs for
our communities.

I also would like to add a thank you
note to the staff on the majority,
Emily Murphy, and on the minority,
Eminence Griffin.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In closing, allowing service-disabled
veterans access to small business advo-
cates in Federal agencies is simply
common sense. Allowing those advo-
cates the tools necessary to detect
fraud is good government.

This bill deserves the support of the
House. I want to thank Mr. HARDY of
Nevada for his leadership, Mr. COFFMAN
of Colorado, Ms. ADAMS of North Caro-
lina, and, as always, the ranking mem-
ber, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, for her leadership
in this matter and all the other bills
we had today. I urge passage of H.R.
4326.

I also want to thank the Speaker pro
tempore for his time this afternoon. I
particularly enjoyed his pronunciation
of the great State of Ohio.
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I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4326.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

BLOCKING PROPERTY AND SUS-
PENDING ENTRY INTO THE
UNITED STATES OF PERSONS
CONTRIBUTING TO THE SITUA-
TION IN LIBYA—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114-124)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MCSALLY) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby report
that I have issued an Executive Order
(the ‘‘order”) expanding the scope of
the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13566 of February 25, 2011,
with respect to the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States posed by the situation in Libya.

In the order, I find that the ongoing
violence in Libya, including attacks by
armed groups against Libyan state fa-
cilities, foreign missions in Libya, and
critical infrastructure, as well as
human rights abuses, violations of the
arms embargo imposed by United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1970
(2011), and misappropriation of Libya’s
natural resources threaten the peace,
security, stability, sovereignty, demo-
cratic transition, and territorial integ-
rity of Libya, and thereby constitute
an unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. The order
blocks the property and interests in
property of persons determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State:

® to be responsible for or complicit
in, or to have engaged in, directly or
indirectly, any of the following:

o actions or policies that threaten
the peace, security, or stability of
Libya, including through the supply of
arms or related materiel;

o actions or policies that obstruct,
undermine, delay, or impede, or pose a
significant risk of obstructing, under-
mining, delaying, or impeding, the
adoption of or political transition to a
Government of National Accord or a
successor government;

° actions that may lead to or result
in the misappropriation of state assets
of Libya; or
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o threatening or coercing Libyan
state financial institutions or the Lib-
yan National Oil Company;

® to be planning, directing, or com-
mitting or to have planned, directed, or
committed, attacks against any Liby-
an state facility or installation (in-
cluding oil facilities), against any air,
land, or sea port in Libya, or against
any foreign mission in Libya;

® to be involved in, or to have been
involved in, the targeting of civilians
through the commission of acts of vio-
lence, abduction, forced displacement,
or attacks on schools, hospitals, reli-
gious sites, or locations where civilians
are seeking refuge, or through conduct
that would constitute a serious abuse
or violation of human rights or a viola-
tion of international humanitarian
law;

® to be involved in, or to have been
involved in, the illicit exploitation of
crude o0il or any other natural re-
sources in Libya, including the illicit
production, refining, brokering, sale,
purchase, or export of Libyan oil;

® to be a leader of an entity that has,
or whose members have, engaged in
any activity described above;

® to have materially assisted, spon-
sored, or provided financial, material,
logistical, or technological support for,
or goods or services in support of any
of the activities described above or any
person whose property and interests in
property are blocked pursuant to the
order; or

® to be owned or controlled by, or to
have acted or purported to act for or on
behalf of, any person whose property
and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to the order.

In addition, the order suspends entry
into the United States of any alien de-
termined to meet one or more of the
above criteria.

I have delegated to the Secretary of
the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, the authority to
take such actions, including the pro-
mulgation of rules and regulations, and
to employ all powers granted to the
President by IEEPA as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of the
order. All agencies of the United States
Government are directed to take all
appropriate measures within their au-
thority to carry out the provisions of
the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 19, 2016.

———

EARTH DAY AND THE PARIS
CLIMATE AGREEMENT

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the
idea of Earth Day began as a single day
for the Nation to focus on environ-
mental protection. Soon after the very
first Earth Day in 1970, the phrase
“‘every day is Earth Day’ became a
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